
 
RESOLUTION NO. 651 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TERRELL, TERRELL, TEXAS, 
ESTABLISHING A POLICY GOVERNING THE RESALE, SALE OR 
DISPOSITION OF PUBLICLY OWNED LAND WITHIN THE CITY OF 
TERRELL. 

 
WHEREAS, the Terrell City Council desires that resale, sale or disposition of publicly 
owned land shall be made in accordance with written policies approved by the governing 
body; and 
 
WHEREAS, resale, sale or disposition policies must be consistent, provide clear 
directions, address public purpose issues, coordinate sales between various agencies, 
such as, County, City, School District or other vested agencies, determine that future use 
by private parties is consistent with the goals and recommendations of the City Council, 
Future Land Use Plan and other regulatory ordinances and statutes; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Terrell City Council finds that the City Policy for the Resale, 
Sale or Disposition of Publicly Owned Land attached hereto (Exhibit “A”) is in the best 
interests of the citizens, property owners, businesses and visitors of the City of Terrell. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TERRELL, TEXAS: 
 

Section 1.  The Terrell City Council hereby adopts Exhibit “A” attached hereto as the 
official policy which shall govern the resale, sale or disposition of publicly owned land.  

 
Section 2.  That this resolution shall take effect immediately from and after its passage. 

 
PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City Terrell this 
the ____  day of _____________, 2010. 
 
APPROVED:  
 
____________________________________ 
Hal Richards, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
John Rounsavall, City Secretary 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
____________________________________ 
Mary Gayle Ramsey, City Attorney 



EXHIBIT  “A” 
 

CITY OF TERRELL 
 

Resale, Sale, or Disposition Policy of Publicly Owned Land 
 
 
PURPOSE: To establish guidelines for the resale, sale, or disposition (including 
abandonment of rights-of-way or easements) of publicly owned land located within the 
corporate city limits of Terrell and its Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ). 
 
APPLICABILITY:  This policy shall apply to the resale, sale or disposition of all lands 
owned by the City of Terrell or held in public trust by the County including, but not 
limited to property foreclosed on for delinquent taxes or outstanding liens; surplus 
properties acquired by purchase, condemnation, imminent domain, dedication, 
donation, etc. 
 
PROCESS: To initiate the application of this policy, certain tracts or lots of land will be 
identified as being considered for resale, sale or disposition by either the County or City.  
City staff will conduct research to determine if the City, County, School District or other 
agency has an interest in retaining the property for a public purpose.  City staff shall 
then prepare a report and present the recommendation to the City Council.  Upon 
receiving the recommendation, the City Council will consider the resale, sale or 
disposition in accordance with the following criteria: 
 
Part One:  Checklist for Staff review of resale, sale or disposition request. 
 

1.) Engineering Department Review: 
 
a. Will all or part of the land be needed for future street improvements (as 

identified on Thoroughfare Plan), right-of-way, access, utility easements, 
or drainage and storm water management? 

b. Does access to the property involve TxDOT controlled right-of-way and 
will any of the access points be required to get TxDOT approval? 

c. Will all or part of the land be needed for future capital improvements such 
as, water towers, lift stations, pump stations, sewer treatment facilities, or 
government facilities such as libraries, fire or police stations, service 
centers, etc? 

d. Is land needed for existing or future park facilities? 
e. Is the property located in a flood plain or is it subject to drainage problems 

due to poor existing drainage? 
f. Has the property had prior water and sewer services and are they still 

available? 
g. Are new water and sewer services available to the property and do the 

existing mains have the capacity for new taps? 
h. Is the sewer accessible by gravity flow or do pump systems have to be 

installed? 
i. Will the property be subject to impact fees? 



j. Has the land been subject to Phase I or Phase II environmental 
assessments? 

k. Are there any known environmental contamination issues on the land? 
 

2.) Municipal Development Review: 
 
a. If the land is vacant what were the past land uses if any? 
b. What are the current land uses on the subject property and are the uses 

nonconforming or substandard? 
c. What is the current zoning on the land or will rezoning be required prior to 

development? 
d. Is the proposed use in conformance with the Future Land Use Plan and 

Zoning Ordinance? 
e. Have there been or are there current liens against the property and what 

type are they? 
f. Have code violations been assessed against the previous property owners 

and what types were they? 
g. Has the land been platted, if not, will it be required to plat the property 

prior to development? 
h. Do the lot dimensions meet current standards for development? 
i. Does the lot have proper access for future or current development? 
j. Are there large trees that would be required to be preserved by the 

landscape ordinance? 
k. Is there adequate space for parking for current or future development? 
l. Is it in the best interest of the City to divide and sell the property to 

adjacent property owners?  Are the adjacent owners interested in 
acquiring the property? 

m. Could the lot or property be land-banked for future residential 
development for revitalization of neighborhoods. 

n. Who is responsible for any surveys or plats if needed to transfer the 
property? 

o. Have any variances or specific use permits ever been granted for the 
property? 
 

3.) Administration Review: 
 
a. Have all departments or other vested parties or agencies returned their 

reports to the City Secretary for preparation of Council reports? 
b. Have the required notices or advertisements been posted? 
c. Have any special licenses or permits been issued for the property, such as, 

game or dance hall, seasonal vendors, alcohol sales, private club, etc.? 
d. Are there any outstanding unpaid utility bills or other fees on the 

property? 
e. Have any citizens or adjacent property owners formally requested the sale 

of a certain lot or tract of land? 
 

4.) Terrell Independent School District Review. 
 



a. Does the school district have an interest in acquiring the land for future 
expansion of school facilities? 

b. Is the land adjacent to any existing or future school? 
c. Is there an opportunity for the city and school district to jointly develop 

the land for recreational uses? 
d. Can the land be used by the district for access to existing facilities to 

improve traffic safety in the vicinity of a school? 
 

5.) Terrell Economic Development Corporation Review. 
 
a. Is the land located within or is it adjacent to any land controlled by the 

TEDC? 
b. Could the land be used by the TEDC to further its mission of recruiting 

new businesses to Terrell? 
c. Could the land be used in a public/private development partnership? 

 
6.) City Attorney Review: 

 
a. Is all documentation or instruments available for the preparation of Title 

and Deed execution? 
b. Have all of the requirements by State and Local Law been met? 
c. Has a title search been initiated? 

 
Part Two: Execution of Sale of Publicly Owned Property: 
 

1.) After the departmental staff review is completed in accordance with the above 
criteria each department shall submit its recommendations to the City 
Secretary for the preparation of the final report to be presented to the city 
council. 
 

2.) The City Council, after reviewing the staff report, shall conduct a public 
meeting on the resale, sale or disposition of the subject properties, and other 
such consideration, shall exercise its prerogative to authorize the resale, sale 
or disposition of the property in accordance with established statutes and 
ordinances. 

 
3.) If the subject property is held in trust by the County, the City Secretary shall 

forward the City Council’s recommendation to the County for disposition. 
 

4.) If the property is held by the City then the City Attorney shall prepare the 
documentation to execute the sale of the subject property and notify the City 
Secretary when the sale is complete for information distribution. 
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