
RESOLUTION NO. 636 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TERRELL, TERRELL, TEXAS, ESTABLISHING A POLICY 
GOVERNING THE NAMING OR RENAMING OF CITY FACILITIES, STREETS AND 
PARKLAND 

 
WHEREAS, the Terrell City Council desires that naming or renaming facilities, streets and 
parkland shall be made in accordance with written policies approved by the governing body; and 
 
WHEREAS, naming policies must be consistent, provide clear directions, address 911 
emergency service issues, preserve historic names, recognize and honor individuals who have 
made significant contributions to the community and provide for public input; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Terrell City Council finds that the City Facility, Street and Parkland 
Naming Policy attached hereto (Exhibit “A”) is in the best interests of the citizens, property 
owners, businesses and visitors of the City of Terrell. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TERRELL, TEXAS: 

Section 1.  The Terrell City Council hereby adopts Exhibit “A” attached hereto as the official 
policy which shall govern the naming or renaming of City Facilities, Streets and Parkland.  
Section 2.  That this resolution shall take effect immediately from and after its passage. 

 
PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City Terrell this the 16th 
day of June, 2009. 
 
 
APPROVED:  
 
____________________________________ 
Hal Richards, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
John Rounsavall, City Secretary 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
____________________________________ 
Mary Gayle Ramsey, City Attorney 
 



EXHIBIT  “A” 
 

CITY OF TERRELL 
 

Policy for the Naming or Renaming of City Facilities, Streets, and Parkland 
 

 
PURPOSE: To establish guidelines for the naming or renaming of City facilities, streets and 
parkland. 
 
PROCESS: To initiate the application of this policy, a need will be identified and a written 
request shall be submitted to the Engineering Department for review.  City staff will prepare a 
report and present the request to the appropriate board or body and bring forward a 
recommendation to the City Council.  Upon receiving the recommendation, the City Council will 
consider the naming or renaming of a city street, facility or park land in accordance with the 
following criteria: 
 
Part One:  City facilities or park land shall be named in the following manner: 
 

1.) In honor of individuals who donate land for park space or donate a major part of the 
funds required to construct or renovate a facility.  A minimum of fifty percent (50%) 
or more of the necessary funds is necessary to constitute a major portion. 

2.) In honor of individuals who have made significant contributions to the community 
through public service as a local or national leader, volunteerism or private sector 
achievement (see Part Four for criteria) 

3.) In relation to predominant characteristics or physical features of the land such as 
streams, rivers, plant species, etc. 

4.) In relation to a street or streets adjacent to the facility. 
5.) In relation to a subdivision that houses the facility. 
6.) Requests under this section shall be considered by the Parks Board who shall then 

forward a recommendation to the City Council. 
 
Part Two: Streets shall be named or renamed in the following manner: 
 

1.) Streets in newly platted subdivisions or streets that have not been developed are 
exempt from this policy and shall follow the naming procedures outlined in the city’s 
Subdivision Ordinance except that developers will be encouraged to utilize names 
from a list of preferred new street names provided by the City Council or if in honor 
of an individual in accordance with Part Four below. 
 

2.) In the event a street name conflict occurs because of an annexation or other issue 
which may cause delays or confusion in the delivery of 9-1-1 emergency services, city 
staff will evaluate the need for a street name change and process the proposed street 
name change as follows: 

 
a. Written notice will be mailed to all property owners affected by the proposed 

changes not less than 15 days prior to the Planning and Zoning Commission 
meeting in which the proposed changes will be heard.  

b. City staff shall prepare a report with associated maps, public comments and other 
exhibits with a recommendation to the Planning and Zoning Commission for the 



proposed name change and who shall then forward a recommendation to the City 
Council.   

 
3.) A request from a private entity, group or individual to rename a public street shall 

comply with the following requirements: 
 
a. Proposed names will be in accordance with the City of Terrell Subdivision 

Regulations and/or if in honor of an individual in accordance with Part Four 
below. 

b. A written request shall be submitted with a notarized petition with the 
concurrence from a minimum of seventy-five percent (75%) of the owner 
occupied households and/or active businesses abutting the proposed street and 
maps showing the location and quantity of proposed signs affected.   

c. The request will verify that the interested parties will defray the cost of installing 
signs and other expenses (i.e. updating maps, plats, 9-1-1, etc.).   

d. City staff shall send written notice to all property owners affected by the proposed 
changes not less than 15 days prior to the Planning and Zoning Commission 
meeting in which the proposed changes will be heard.  

e. City staff shall prepare a report with associated maps, public comments and other 
exhibits with a recommendation to the Planning and Zoning Commission for the 
proposed name change and who shall then forward a recommendation to the City 
Council.   
 

Part Three:  Recognized historic neighborhood or honorary street designations shall be named 
in the following manner: 

 
1.) An ornamental sign cap (topper) may be placed on top of existing street signs in 

designated areas such as,  a historic neighborhood, place, or in honor of an individual 
after approval by the City Council in accordance with the following criteria: 
 
a. Proposed names will be in accordance with the City of Terrell Subdivision 

Regulations and/or if in honor of an individual in accordance with Part Four 
below. 

b. A written request shall be submitted with a notarized petition with the 
concurrence from a minimum of seventy-five percent (75%) of the owner 
occupied households and/or active businesses abutting the proposed street and a 
statement that the fabrication and installation costs will be paid by the 
applicants. 
 

c. The written request shall be submitted with the design of the proposed sign cap, 
detailed maps showing the location and quantity of proposed sign caps that are to 
be installed.  

d. City staff shall send written notice to all property owners affected by the proposed 
changes not less than 15 days prior to the Planning and Zoning Commission 
meeting in which the proposed changes will be heard.  

e. City staff shall prepare a report with associated maps, public comments and other 
exhibits with a recommendation to the Planning and Zoning Commission for the 
proposed name change and who shall then forward a recommendation to the City 
Council.   



f. Recognized historic neighborhoods shall have a defined boundary in which the 
area has historic structures, events or other attractions that residents, visitors or 
tourists would benefit from signage indicating the area has historical significance.  
 

Part Four:  Qualifications for Honorees in which a park, facility or street is to be named: 
 
1. In honor of military, police or fire service men and women who died in the line of 

duty or in honor of veterans of the above services who have been honored for 
their heroism or valor in the line of duty. 

2. In honor of individuals with significant achievements they must have been native 
born in Terrell, a long time resident or attended Terrell schools and have received 
nationally or internationally recognized awards for their achievements in the arts, 
sciences or industry. 

3. In honor of deceased national or state leaders.  Deceased national or state leader 
must have directly impacted the citizens of Terrell and have been deceased for a 
minimum of three (3) years. 

4. In honor of local community leaders or volunteers who have provided 
outstanding personal service such as in education, business, public service, civic 
organizations, non-profit organizations, hospitals or churches, etc. that has 
resulted in a significant and enduring contribution to the community.   
a. If deceased, the person must have served for a minimum of twenty (20) years 

and must have been deceased for a minimum of three (3) years; or  
b. If living, the person must have served for a minimum of thirty (30) years; or   
c. In which the individual has provided outstanding service in more than one 

area such as an elected official and volunteer for a civic organization whose 
cumulative service in the various organizations meets or exceeds the above 
minimum criteria. 
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