
ORDINANCE NO. 2665

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TERRELL, TEXAS, AMENDING 
SECTION 12-1 OF CHAPTER 12 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF 
THE CITY OF TERRELL, TEXAS, PERTAINING TO MANDATORY 
WATER AND SEWER CONNECTIONS ; PROVIDING FOR CRIMINAL 
AND CIVIL PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIVE RELIEF; 
PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

WHEREAS, the provision of water and wastewater services to and for the 
residents of the City of Terrell, Kaufman County, Texas (the “City”) is necessary 
for the public health of the citizens and the protection of the environment and 
natural resources of the City; and

WHEREAS, the City provides, or causes to be provided, water and wastewater 
services to all residences and businesses within the City; and 

WHEREAS, it is essential to the protection of the public health and 
environmental resources of the City that all occupied property within the City of 
Terrell have access to the water and/or wastewater system be served by such 
system.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TERRELL, TEXAS: 

ARTICLE I

Sec. 12-1. Mandatory Connections.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person owning property within two hundred (200) 
feet of any sanitary sewer line within and belonging to the City to construct, use, 
maintain or permit to be constructed, used or maintained, on or about such 
property, any septic tank, privy, cesspool, water closet, urinal, slop sink, slop 
drain, bathtub, waste drain or any other apparatus, appliance, equipment or thing 
of any kind, used, or to be used, for the purpose of receiving or removing sewage 
matter or slop of any kind, unless the same is connected with the sanitary sewer 
system of the City of Terrell. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person owning property within two hundred (200) 
feet of any water line within and belonging to the City of Terrell to construct, use 
maintain, or permit to be constructed, used or maintained on or about such 



property, any water using or dispensing devise, apparatus, equipment or thing of 
any kind used, or to be used, to supply water consumed by persons directly or 
indirectly unless same is connected with the potable water system of the City of 
Terrell. 

(c) If any person owning improved property within two hundred (200) feet of 
any water or sewer line of the City of Terrell shall fail or refuse to make the 
connections required by subsection (a), the City of Terrell shall have the right to 
make such connections and charge the cost of same, including labor and 
material necessarily used, as well as any other expenses connected therewith, 
against such property owner, who shall be personally liable for the payment 
thereof. To secure the payment of such costs, the City of Terrell shall have a 
lien against the property on which the connections were made.

ARTICLE II.

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are, to the extent of such 
conflict, hereby repealed.

ARTICLE III
Penalty and Enforcement

A. Civil and Criminal Penalties

The City of Terrell shall have the power to administer and enforce the provisions of this 
Ordinance as may be required by governing law.  Any person violating any provision of 
this Ordinance is subject to suit for injunctive relief as well as prosecution for criminal 
violations.  Any violation of this Ordinance is hereby declared to be a nuisance.

1. Criminal Prosecution

The Director of Municipal Development and/or any Code Enforcement 
Official of the City of Terrell shall have the authority to issue citations for 
failure to comply with the terms of this ordinance.

Any person violating any provision of this Ordinance shall, upon 
conviction, be fined a sum not exceeding Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00).
Each day that a provision of this Ordinance is violated shall constitute a 
separate offense.  An offense under this Ordinance is a Class C 
Misdemeanor.

2. Civil Remedies

Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed as a waiver of the right of the 
City of Terrell to bring action to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance 



and to seek remedies allowed by law, including but not limited to, the 
following:

a. Injunctive relief to prevent specific conduct that violates 
the Ordinance or to require specific conduct that is 
necessary for compliance with the Ordinance; and

b. A civil penalty of up to Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) 
per day when it is shown that the defendant was actually 
notified of the provisions of the Ordinance and after 
receiving notice committed acts in violation of the 
Ordinance or failed to take action necessary for compliance 
with the Ordinance; and other available relief.

ARTICLE IV.

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Terrell City Council that the sections, 
paragraphs, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance are severable and, if any 
phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or section of this Ordinance shall be declared 
unconstitutional by the valid judgement or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, 
such unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, 
paragraphs, and sections of this Ordinance, since the same would have been enacted by 
the Terrell City Council without the incorporation in this Ordinance of any such 
unconstitutional phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section.

ARTICLE V.

This Ordinance will take effect immediately from and after its passage and the 
publication of the caption as the law in such cases provides.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS the 17th day of MAY, 2016.

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS the 7th day of JUNE, 2016.

________________________________
    DJ Ory, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________________
John Rounsavall, City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_______________________________________
Mary Gayle Ramsey, City Attorney


