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ORDINANCE NO. 2421 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TERRELL, TEXAS, ("CITY") APPROVING A 
NEGOTIATED RESOLUTION BETWEEN THE ATMOS 
CITIES STEERING COMMITTEE (“ACSC” OR 
“STEERING COMMITTEE”) AND ATMOS ENERGY 
CORP., MID-TEX DIVISION ("ATMOS MID-TEX" OR 
"COMPANY") REGARDING THE COMPANY'S RATE 
REVIEW MECHANISM FILING IN ALL CITIES 
EXERCISING ORIGINAL JURISDICTION; DECLARING 
EXISTING RATES TO BE UNREASONABLE; REQUIRING 
THE COMPANY TO REIMBURSE CITIES' REASONABLE 
RATEMAKING EXPENSES; ADOPTING TARIFFS THAT 
REFLECT RATE ADJUSTMENTS CONSISTENT WITH 
THE NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT AND FINDING THE 
RATES TO BE SET BY THE ATTACHED TARIFFS TO BE 
JUST AND REASONABLE; APPROVING ATMOS' PROOF 
OF REVENUES;  ADOPTING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; 
DETERMINING THAT THIS ORDINANCE WAS PASSED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT; DECLARING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE; AND REQUIRING DELIVERY OF 
THIS ORDINANCE TO THE COMPANY AND THE 
STEERING COMMITTEE'S LEGAL COUNSEL.   

WHEREAS, the City of Terrell, Texas ("City") is a gas utility customer of Atmos Energy 

Corp., Mid-Tex Division ("Atmos Mid-Tex" or " Company"), and a regulatory authority with an 

interest in the rates and charges of Atmos Mid-Tex; and 

WHEREAS, the City is a member of the Atmos Cities Steering Committee ("ACSC" or 

“Steering Committee”), a coalition of more than 150 similarly situated cities served by Atmos 

Mid-Tex that have joined together to facilitate the review and response to natural gas issues 

affecting rates charged in the Atmos Mid-Tex service area (such participating cities are referred 

to herein as "ACSC Cities"); and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to the terms of the agreement settling the Company's 2007 

Statement of Intent to increase rates, ACSC Cities and the Company worked collaboratively to 
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develop the Rate Review Mechanism ("RRM") tariff that allows for an expedited rate review 

process controlled in a three year experiment by ACSC Cities as a substitute to the current GRIP 

process instituted by the Legislature; and  

WHEREAS, the City took action in 2008 to approve a Settlement Agreement with Atmos 

Mid-Tex resolving the Company's 2007 rate case and authorizing the RRM Tariff; and 

WHEREAS, the 2008 Settlement Agreement contemplates reimbursement of ACSC 

Cities' reasonable expenses associated with RRM applications; and  

WHEREAS, on or about March 6, 2009, Atmos Mid-Tex filed with the City its second 

application pursuant to the RRM tariff to increase natural gas rates by approximately $20.2 

million, such increase to be effective in every municipality that has adopted the RRM tariff 

within its Mid-Tex Division; and 

WHEREAS, ACSC Cities coordinated its review of Atmos' RRM filing and designated a 

Settlement Committee made up of ACSC representatives and assisted by ACSC attorneys and 

consultants to resolve issues identified by ACSC in the Company’s RRM filing; and  

WHEREAS, the Company has filed evidence that existing rates are unreasonable and 

should be changed; and 

WHEREAS, independent analysis by ACSC's rate expert concluded that Atmos Mid-Tex 

is able to justify a slight rate increase over current rates; and 

WHEREAS, the Steering Committee has advocated in other proceedings that Atmos 

Mid-Tex hedge natural gas futures in order to mitigate the volatility of natural gas prices, which 

are a flow through to customers; and  
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WHEREAS, the ACSC Executive Committee, as well as ACSC lawyers and consultants, 

recommend that ACSC members approve the attached rate tariffs ("Attachment A" to this 

Ordinance), which  will increase the Company's revenue requirement by $2.6 million; and 

WHEREAS, the attached tariffs implementing new rates and Atmos' Proof of Revenues 

("Attachment B" to this Ordinance) are consistent with the negotiated resolution reached by 

ACSC Cities and are just, reasonable, and in the public interest; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intention of the parties that if the City determines any rates, 

revenues, terms and conditions, or benefits resulting from a Final Order or subsequent negotiated 

settlement approved in any proceeding addressing the issues raised in the Company’s RRM 

filing would be more beneficial to the City than the terms of the attached tariff, then the more 

favorable rates, revenues, terms and conditions, or benefits shall additionally accrue to the City; 

and 

WHEREAS, the negotiated resolution of the Company's RRM filing and the resulting 

rates are, as a whole, in the public interest.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF TERRELL, TEXAS: 

Section 1.  That the findings set forth in this Ordinance are hereby in all things approved. 

Section 2.  That the City Council finds that the existing rates for natural gas service 

provided by Atmos Mid-Tex are unreasonable and new tariffs and Atmos' Proof of Revenues, 

which are attached hereto and incorporated herein as Attachments A and B, are just and 

reasonable and are hereby adopted. 

Section 3.  That Atmos Mid-Tex shall reimburse the reasonable rate making expenses of 

the ACSC Cities in processing the Company's rate application. 
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Section 4.  That to the extent any resolution or ordinance previously adopted by the 

Council is inconsistent with this Ordinance, it is hereby repealed. 

Section 5.  That the meeting at which this Ordinance was approved was in all things 

conducted in strict compliance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code, 

Chapter 551. 

Section 6.  That if any one or more sections or clauses of this Ordinance is adjudged to be 

unconstitutional or invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remaining 

provisions of this Ordinance and the remaining provisions of the Ordinance shall be interpreted 

as if the offending section or clause never existed. 

Section 7.  That if the City determines any rates, revenues, terms and conditions, or 

benefits resulting from a Final Order or subsequent negotiated settlement approved in any 

proceeding addressing the issues raised in the Company’s RRM filing would be more beneficial 

to the City than the terms of the attached tariff, then the more favorable rates, revenues, terms 

and conditions, or benefits shall additionally accrue to the City. 

Section 8.  That the Company's Gas Cost Recovery tariff is revised to permit recovery of 

certain costs associated with hedging natural gas futures. 

Section 9.  That this Ordinance shall become effective from and after its passage with 

rates authorized by attached Tariffs to be effective for bills rendered on or after August 1, 2009. 

Section 10.  That a copy of this Ordinance shall be sent to Atmos Mid-Tex, care of David 

Park, Vice President Rates and Regulatory Affairs, at Atmos Energy Corporation, 5420 LBJ 

Freeway, Suite 1800, Dallas, Texas 75240, and to Geoffrey Gay, General Counsel to ACSC, at 

Lloyd Gosselink Rochelle & Townsend, P.C., P.O. Box 1725, Austin, Texas 78767-1725. 



  

Atmos RRM Ordinance 5

PASSED AND APPROVED this 4th day of August, 2009. 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 18th day of August, 2009. 
 
 
      _________________________________ 
      Hal Richards, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
John Rounsavall, City Secretary 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
___________________________________ 
Mary Gayle Ramsey, City Attorney 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType true
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 100
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


